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the idea of going to Cuba, and having enough time to 
go elsewhere, it is plausible that either Oswald or an 
Oswald imposter made a return trip to Stanley, which 
was still in an oil boom. It of course is also plausible 
that the two Oswald-like sightings are sightings of two 
completely different persons. 

Since the name Lee is pretty common in the South 
(Even Lee Harvey Oswald was named after Robert E. 
Lee), a person who was a Southerner named Lee could 
well have been in Stanley, ND who was about 
Oswald's age. The more intriguing aspect is that he 
was the same height and weight and closely resembled 
Oswald in looks. Thus we would conclude that an 
Oswald look-alike was in Stanley in the summer of 
1956 (or 1955), who was very suspicious in behav- 
ior, with no visible means of support, and who said 
he was hired by the government to seek persons to go 
to Cuba. These descriptions might very well fit what 
we might have expected Oswald to do in the summer 
of 1956, shortly before he joined the Marines. We 
would conclude that a person who looked like and 
acted like Oswald and called himself Lee was in 
Stanley, ND in the summer of 1 956. There are a large 
number of coincidences here. If it wasn't Oswald, it 
was an Oswald double. If it was an Oswald double, it 
seems most unlikely that this resemblance would be 
entirely innocent. 
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^SPURIOUS RADIO TRANSMISSIONS 

by 

James Powell Baker 

Certain entries in the Dallas police radio log may 
have been contrivances designed to create untrue im- 
pressions of the facts of the case. Two such entries 
will be discussed in this article (1) a transmission at 
12:36 PM by Sergeant D.V. Harkness, indicating that 
a witness had seen shots from the Texas School Book 
Depository; and (2) transmissions by police Inspector 
Herbert Sawyer leading to the dispatch at 12:45 PM 
of the first police description of the "suspect" in the 
case. A perusal of the evidence will suggest that these 
are both fabrications, for purposes to be indicated. 
The 12:36 message 

Since the initial impression of most witnesses at 
Dealey Plaza was that the shots at the motorcade had 
come from in front of the motorcade, how did police 
attention come to be focussed on the Texas School 
Book Depository, to the rear of the presidential lim- 
ousine? The Warren Report (p. 64) attributes this fo- 
cus on the TSBD to the statements of a 15-year-old 
black male, Amos Euins, a bystander in the Plaza who 
supposedly reported his observation to Sergeant D.V. 
Harkness, in charge of traffic control at Elm and Hous- 
ton. Based on Euins' statements, according to the Re- 
port, Harkness radioed headquarters at 12:36 PM: 
"Witness says shots came from fifth floor, Texas School 
Book Depository store at Houston and Elm. I have 
him with me right now and we are sealing off the 
building." [1] Actually, Euins had told Harkness they 
came from the floor "under the ledge" (which is the 
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sixth floor) and Harkness said he erred in his "hasty 
count" of the floors. [2] 

Apart from the question why the police did not im- 
mediately proceed to the indicated location, rather 
than stumbling across the "sniper's nest" at 1:12 PM, 
the perusual of the testimony of Harkness, Euins and 
other police and civilian witnesses disclose discrep- 
ancies which indicate that it was unlikely that Ser- 
geant Harkness made any such call at 12:36 PM. 

Harkness testified |3] that, when he heard the first 
shot, he saw the President's car come almost to a halt. 
He said he went back to the intersection to get his 
three wheeler motorcycle. He said he then went west 
of Elm Street to observe the area between the railroad 
tracks and Industrial. Harkness told Counsel Belin that 
some person whom he could not identify said the shots 
were coming from a point in front of the cars; he told 
Belin he did not remember what the person said to 
indicate that. He apparently did not see anything sus- 
picious and went on to Industrial to see if he could 
see anyone fleeing the area. He told Belin he did not 
see anyone, so he came back to the front of the De- 
pository and went around to "this fence that was across 
the street from Elm Street to the Plaza area." (Actu- 
ally, as Harkness made clear to Belin, he was refer- 
ring to the parking area near the railroad tracks.) 
Harkness told Belin that, while he was there, he found 
Amos Euins who told him the shots came from the 
Book Depository building. Euins testified that he was 
in the area of the railroad car park when he spoke to 
an old policeman. |4] Euins can be seen in a Jim 
Murray photo on page 494 of Trask's book. Pictures 
?f the Pain. [5] There is no sign of Harkness in this 
photo. 

Harkness told Belin that he went into the crowd 
and asked did anyone see any place where the shots 
came from. |6J Harkness said a man pointed to Euins 
and said, "This boy here saw it, saw where the shots 
came from." Harkness said he spoke to Euins and 
wrote down his name and address and put this infor- 
mation on the radio. He said he put Euins on the back 
of his three wheel motorcycle and put him in Inspec- 
tor Sawyer's car in front of the Book Depository. 

Harkness told Belin that he told Sawyer that he had 
a witness in Sawyer's car who said the shots came 



from the Book Depository. Harkess testified that, at 
this stage, the building had been sealed off. He said 
that Inspector Sawyer was at the front of the building 
with two officers but he did not know if people were 
being stopped from going in or out. |7] It is interest- 
ing to note that Inspector Sawyer in his testimony |8] 
on page 320 stated that, when he arrived at the Book 
Depository, "the sergeant" told him he had the build- 
ing sealed off. It would seem that this sergeant was 
Sgt. Harkness. 

Harkness alleges he told Sawyer he had a witness 
in Sawyer's car who saw the shots come from the 
TSBD's fifth floor window, yet Sawyer in his testimony 
does not mention Harkness having told him he had a 
witness who saw the shooting, even though Sawyer 
refers to Sgt. Harkness several times. |9] Harkness 
said he stayed at the rear of the building until a squad 
arrived and Inspector Sawyer told him to go and search 
the freight trains in the railyard. |10] This direction 
does not appear to be rational in view of Harkness' 
statement that he told Sawyer the witness said the 
shots came from the fifth floor of the building. 

Looking at the testimony of Amos Euins |1 1], he gives 
a different version of his meeting with Sgt. Harkness. 
Euins testified that he was standing in front of the North' 
reflecting pool opposite the front entrance of the TSBD 
on Elm Street; however, Euins is not shown in any of 
the photos that day nor is he shown in the Zapruder 
film. Euins said he waved to the President as he 
passed; he told counsel that there was hardly anyone 
on the corner but him. This information was of course 
incorrect as all the photographic evidence shows the 
corner crowded with spectators. 

After the shooting, according to Euins, he ran to an 
old policeman and told him what he had seen. This 
means that Euins would have informed the police- 
man about the shooting at approximately 12:32 PM; 
however, it would seem from the evidence given by 
Euins that he ran up to the old policeman, the police- 
man ran up to the front of the Book Depository, ap- 
parently with Euins. Euins said the policeman called 
for some more cars, and they got all the way around 
the building. Euins said that after that the policeman 
saw another man who told him he saw a man run out 
of the back of the TSBD and the man had a kind of 
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bald spot on his head. Euins told Specter that he was 
taken to the county jail, "and that is where I told them 
what happened." In line with this indication that he 
told his story only at the county jail, Euins' statement 
made to the police that day makes no mention of 
speaking to Harkness and telling him about the shots 
from the TSBD [12]; this evidence did not surface until 
Euins gave testimony on Wednesday March 11,1 964. 

There is some doubt that Euins got his facts right, 
partly because of evidence from photographer Jim 
Murray. (1 3] Murray parked his car on Houston Street 
near the rear dock of the Depository, leaving his two 
35 mm cameras in the boot of his car. Murray took up 
a position in the corner window of the Criminal Courts 
building, on the ground floor on Main Street. He 
watched the presidential motorcade turn into Elm 
Street from Houston until it was out of his sight when 
he heard three reports which he did not recognize as 
gun shots. He said he saw three teenagers running up 
the grassy slope, but thought they had thrown fire- 
crackers at the motorcade; he thought he would get 
some shots of their activities. He said he ran out of the 
back door of the sheriff's office to his car, and got out 
his cameras and put in a roll of black and white film 
in each camera. Murray estimated it took him about 
three minutes to get to his car and load his cameras. 

Murray said he went to the corner of Elm and Hous- 
ton near the front of the TSBD entrance. The first photo 
he took was of two black women holding on to each 
other and sobbing. He said he did not realize at this 
stage the President had been shot. Murray took four 
photos but three of them did not turn out as the cam- 
era shutter jammed. In the good photo of the two 
women, Howard Brennan is seen talking to Officer 
Barnett. [14] 

Murray said he worked his way off that corner to 
the grassy knoll area and worked his way toward the 
railroad parking lot area. He took a shot of the park- 
ing lot showing the Union Terminal Railroad North 
Tower. He then took another shot to the rear of the 
North Pergola showing the metal railroad signal tower 
in the background; included in this photo is Amos 
Euins wandering around the parking lot area. [15] It 
is submitted that, in view of Murray's estimate of three 
minutes to get to his car and load his cameras, it would 



not be unreasonable to suggest that another four or 
five minutes had passed before he took the shot show- 
ing Euins in the parking lot; therefore Euins could not 
have been the source of the 1 2:36 radio call made by 
Sgt. Harkness. 

James Robert Underwood, Assistant News Director 
of KRLD-TV, Dallas, testified that he was in the third 
car behind the President in the motorcade. [16] He 
said his camera was not working and, as the car trav- 
elled halfway along Houston Street, he heard the first 
shot; he said he thought it was an explosion, as it did 
not sound like a rifle. Underwood said they were at 
the intersection of Houston and Elm Streets when he 
heard the second and then the third shots. He real- 
ized the shots were coming from overhead from the 
Book Depository. 

Underwood said the car stopped at the intersection 
and he jumped out and ran back along Houston Street 
to the corner of Main where he met his colleague 
Sanderson just around the corner on Main Street. He 
said he grabbed Sanderson's camera and ran back 
along Houston Street to Elm Street. He said he saw 
people running up the grassy slope to the railroad yard 
behind the Depository. He said he ran up to the rail- 
road area and took some films and then returned to 
the front of the TSBD because he believed the shots 
had come from there. He said he began filming for 
the next ten minutes. Underwood said when he got to 
the Book Depository there was one police officer there 
with a threewheel motorcycle; he said there was a 
coloured boy telling the officer he had seen a coloured 
man leaning out of the window upstairs and he had a 
rifle. Underwood said the officer took him and put 
him in the squad car. Underwood said he went over 
to the car, asked the boy if he had seen someone with 
a rifle, and he said "Yes Sir." I said "Were they white 
or black?" and he said "It was a coloured man." I said 
"Are you sure it was a coloured man?" He said "Yes 
Sir." I asked him his name and the only thing I could 
understand was that I thought his name was Eunice. 
Counsel Bell did not consider it worthwhile to ques- 
tion Underwood further about the coloured man with 
a rifle upstairs in the Depository. 

In view of the time lapse it took for Underwood to 
leave the car at the intersection of Elm and Houston, 
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proceed back to Main and return to Elm Street, pro- 
ceed to the rail yard, take film there and then go to 
the front of the Book Depository, it is submitted that 
Underwood could not possibly have been at the Book 
Depository prior to 12:40 PM. The fact that 
Underwood witnessed Euins being placed in Inspec- 
tor Sawyer's squad car indicates Euins was not the 
source of the 12:36 radio call. 

Finally, I would suggest that it is possible that 
Harkness was not even the policeman to whom Euins 
supposedly told his story. His April 9, 1964 Warren 
Commission testimony notwithstanding, Harkness on 
July 1 6, 1 964 wrote a letter to Chief J.H. Curry which 
not only fails to mention his encounter with Euins, 
but includes the astounding statement: "We were 
unable at that time to determine where the shots origi- 
nated from." [17] 

The 12:45 message 

As the 12:36 message from Harkness was designed * 
to explain the DPD's early focus on theTSBD, that at 
1 2:45 provided a convenient explanation for why J.D. 
Tippit stopped Oswald on the street in Oak Cliff shortly 
before Oswald allegedly shot him. Tippit's action, 
says the Warren Report (p.165) was probably based 
on the description broadcast first at 12:45 PM and 
repeated at 1 2:48 and 1 2:55. And, just as in the case 
of Amos Euins being the supposed source of theTSBD- 
diverting message, the 12:45 message was "based 
primarily on [Howard] Brennan's observations." (War- 
ren Report, p.144) These observations, conveyed to 
Inspector Sawyer, formed the basis of Sawyer's mes- 
sage, at 12:43 or 12:44: "the wanted person in this is 
a slender white male about thirty, five feet tall, one 
sixty five, carrying what looked to be a 30-30 or some 
type of Winchester." 1 1 8] This description was fol- 
lowed by a couple of brief references to the weapon 
and to the lack of a clothing description. As Sawyer 
himself testified [1 9], the 1 2:45 and subsequent broad- 
casts by the dispatcher were simply "re-broadcasts" 
of the information he had just sent in. The question: 
could Sawyer possibly have received these observa- 
tions from Brennan (or anyone else) in time to make 
his 12:43 or 12:44 calls (call it 12:44). To answer 
this, we must make a careful examination of Sawyer's 
movements. 



Inspector Sawyer testified |20] that he was in charge 
of crowd control on Main Street from Akard to 
Harwood Streets. When the motorcade passed, he 
went to his car which was parked at the intersection 
of Main and Ervay Streets. He said the crowd was so 
thick that it took a time to get to his car and drive very 
slowly down Main Street because of people crossing 
the road. He said he was still in his car when he heard 
the 12:34 radio broadcast that the shots had come 
from the Book Depository. Sawyer said that, when he 
got to the Depository, he spoke to some officers out- 
side the building and he was told that the shots had 
come from the fifth floor of the Book Depository. He 
said he thinks he took Sgt. Harkness with him and 
went by elevator to the fifth floor and had a look 
around and made sure nobody was hiding on that 
floor. This entry was sometime after 12:40 PM since 
that was the time Sawyer made the first radio trans- 
mission from his car: a request for more manpower to 
be sent to the Depository. [21 ] 

Sawyer said when he got downstairs he went to the 
front of the building and took two patrolmen and sta- 
tioned them at the front door. One of these, Patrol- 
man Joe Marshall Smith, did not report for duty at the 
Depository until approximately 12:45,122]. It would 
seem that Sawyer could not be posting these patrol- 
men at the same time he was making a 12:44 trans- 
mission from his car; he probably was still inside the 
Depository at 12:44. 

Corroboration for this time is supported by the tes- 
timony of police officer Marrion L. Baker, who rushed 
into the TSBD within a minute or two of the shooting. 
Baker testified |23] that he saw pigeons fly from the 
top of the TSBD and thought the shots may have come 
from that building. He found Roy Truly, the manager, 
inside the entrance and asked him for the way to the 
stairs or elevator. 

For some reason, Truly took him to the service el— 
evators instead of the one a few yards away to the 
right of the entrance. Baker and Truly found the el- 
evators were stuck on the fifth floor and Truly decided 
to use the stairs nearby. On the second floor, Baker 
encountered Lee Harvey Oswald in the canteen. Af- 
ter establishing that Oswald worked there, they con- 
tinued walking up to the fifth floor; an elevator was 
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available and they took it up to the seventh floor. After 
spending five minutes or more on the seventh floor 
and the roof area, Truly suggested they ought to re- 
turn to the ground floor. On the way down, Baker 
saw Inspector Sawyer on either the fourth or third floor 
and stopped to tell him he had been up to the sev- 
enth floor and roof and had not seen anyone up there. 
[24] Truly estimated they had been between ten and 
fifteen minutes getting back to the ground floor. Baker 
said he had been in the building for about fifteen min- 
utes when he left Truly on the ground floor. If Baker's 
estimate of time is correct, then Sawyer was still up 
on the fourth or fifth floor when Baker spoke to him 
at approximately 12:44 PM. It is clear from this evi- 
dence that, with Sawyer on the fifth floor, he could 
not have been at his car outside the Book Depository 
making the 12:44 PM radio call furnishing informa- 
tion about the shooting from the sixth floor of the Book 
Depository. 

Apart from the timing problem, there is consider- 
able doubt that Howard Brennan was the source of 
Sawyer's "information." It is true that Brennan's state- 
ment to the police on November 22 [25] refers to a 
physical description very close to that of the "wanted 
person" described in the 12:45 broadcast, Brennan 
even referring the person as "slender." Brennan didn't 
see the "wanted" person as carrying a weapon and 
he did furnish a vague clothing description. It seems, 
then, that the radio transmissions after 12:44 were 
"based on" information from Brennan, but they still 
may have been after-the-fact fabrications inserted in 
the record for the indicated purpose of providing an 
Oswald-stopping pretext for Tippit. As for Brennan 
having talked with Sawyer, the Inspector said the in- 
formation came to him from a person he could not 
identify, did not know what he looked like, did not 
know how old he was, or how he was dressed. [26] 
The alleged witness, Brennan, was dressed in over- 
alls and was wearing a building worker's helmet. It is 
inconceivable that an inspector of police trained to 
observe and report would not remember Brennan. In 
any event, Brennan testified that the man to whom 
he spoke about the shooting was Secret Service Agent 
Forrest Sorrels. [27] Sorrels did not get to the Book 
Depository until about 12:50 PM at the earliest [28]; 



therefore Brennan could not have been the source of 
Sawyer's radio call at 12:44 PM. 

The Harkness call at 12:36 and that of Sawyer at 
12:44 were fabrications in the police radio logs, as I 
trust this article has amply demonstrated. 
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